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Module aims

This module provides students with comprehensive knowledge and a critical understanding of
contemporary social work safeguarding practice with children, young people, families and adults
who may be at risk of harm within the Welsh context. It integrates theory, policy, law, and
evidence-informed practice to support the development of safe, ethical, anti-oppressive and
effective safeguarding practice across the life course.

Drawing on the historical development of safeguarding policy and legislation, the module
explores how professional judgement has evolved and how accountability, and professional

W Module spec template 2024-25


https://wrexham.ac.uk/modules/

Prifysgol Wrecsam
Wrexham University

boundaries shape safeguarding practice. The module critically examines early intervention,
prevention and wellbeing promotion alongside statutory safeguarding responsibilities, exploring
the tensions that arise between promoting wellbeing and responding to risk. Students will also
consider how risk is constructed and influenced by public concern, organisational pressures and
multi-agency contexts, developing the capacity for complex, ethically informed safeguarding
decision-making.

Aims

e To develop critical understanding of safeguarding practice with children, young people,
families and adults.

e To explore structural, social and personal difficulties that affect adults, children and
families, and which may lead to the need for social work intervention.

e Toenable students to apply theory, law, policy and research to complex practice
situations.

e Todevelop skills in assessment, intervention, partnership working, emotional
intelligence, communication, voice and control and professional decision-making.

e To promote anti-oppressive, rights-based and strengths-based social work practice.

e Encouraging students to develop the ability to critically evaluate theories, policies, legal
and statutory requirements, systems and practice.

e Exploring contemporary policy developments in devolved Wales and considering
research and good practice in Wales and beyond that can be used to inform, influence
and shape service provision and social work practice.

Module Learning Outcomes

At the end of this module, students will be able to:

1 Critically analyse historical, policy, and practice developments shaping safeguarding in
Wales, and evaluate their implications for protecting children, young people, families, and
adults.

2 Critically analyse and appraise sources of evidence that underpin safeguarding practice in
Wales.

3 Critically evaluate safeguarding and early intervention practice, using theory, research,
and evidence to support wellbeing and prevent harm.

4 Analyse how risk is constructed and influences safeguarding decisions in practice.

5 Identify and address ethical dilemmas in safeguarding practice, and partnership working
across multi-agency contexts.

Assessment

Indicative Assessment Tasks: Coursework which critically analyses the safeguarding processes
with children, families and adults.

This assignment requires you to produce coursework examining safeguarding practice across
the lifespan in Wales. Using one child safeguarding case scenario and one adult safeguarding
case scenario (provided by the module team or selected from approved sources), you will
critically analyse safeguarding processes with children, young people, families, and adults at risk




Prifysgol Wrecsam
Wrexham University

of harm. Students are expected to produce a critical analysis of safeguarding practice, evaluation
of risk, and ethical decision-making across children, families, and adults.

As part of your work, you will create a single fictional newspaper headline that frames the angle
of your article. The headline should illustrate how risk may be constructed across public,
organisational, and professional discourses, and serve as a lens through which you critically
analyse the case scenarios.

Assessment 1: Coursework — Article

1 1,2,3,4,5 Coursework 4,000 100 N/A

Derogations

N/A

Learning and Teaching Strategies

The module is aligned with the University Teaching and Learning Strategy (Active Learning
Framework), combining student-centred seminars, workshops, and practical exercises.
Through embodied and experiential activities, students develop communication, emotional
intelligence, and self-awareness, applying theory and evidence to complex safeguarding
scenarios while fostering professional judgement and multi-agency collaboration.

e Interactive lectures and seminars

e Online pre-work or reflective activities before seminars

e Case study analysis and group discussions

e Applied workshops and scenario exercises

o Directed reading and reflective practice tasks

e Roll play - Embodied pedagogies

e Interactive webinars or workshops

o Digital resources (videos, readings, quizzes) to support deeper engagement
Active classroom discussions

Welsh Elements

Students can present their work, access forms, resources, email correspondence, work
placements and personal tutorials in Welsh.
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Indicative Syllabus Outline

e Keyreports, scandals, and legislative milestones shaping safeguarding in Wales

e Evolution of Welsh safeguarding policy and practice

e Principles of early intervention and wellbeing promotion

e Integrated Family Support Services and similar initiatives

e Co-production with children, young people, adults, and families

e Ethical considerations in participatory practice

e Pressures of law, media, public concern, and organisational change

e Conflicts these pressures create for social work practice

e Understanding how risk and professional judgement is constructed

e The interplay between public concern, organisational pressures, and professional
judgement

e Safeguarding children, young people, and adults at risk

e Application of assessment frameworks and risk management tools

e Roles and responsibilities within safeguarding systems

e Collaboration, communication, and partnership working

e Common ethical challenges in safeguarding practice

e Building professional resilience while maintaining ethical, accountable, person-
centred practice

e Critical appraisal of research underpinning safeguarding practice in Wales

e Applying theory to complex, real-world safeguarding scenarios

e Exploring the role of professional curiosity and emotional intelligence in practice
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